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WAIT!WAIT!WAIT!WAIT!    
 
 

 
 
 

That second-hand constable could be stolen.  
Thefts of policemen are on the increase as 

criminals target serving officers to sell on the 
black market. 

 
Police forces in the UK periodically sell off 

surplus policemen, but only through authorised 
outlets . That way they can ensure that all 

officers offered to the public are fully tested and  
compliant with current regulations. 

 
If you should find a policeman being sold at a 

market, second-hand shop or car boot sale, the 
chances are that it's faulty, dangerous or bent. It  

might not even be a policeman at all, merely a 
reconditioned traffic warden or two car park 

attendants welded together . 
 

 
 

So, if you're looking to purchase a cheap 
second-hand policeman, make sure you choose 

a retailer displaying the Copwatch sign. 
 

 
Your Guarantee of aYour Guarantee of aYour Guarantee of aYour Guarantee of a    Quality CopperQuality CopperQuality CopperQuality Copper    

PC Billy Columbo  
presents... 
 
 

 

How to Spot a 
Ringer 

 
'Evening all. Your average criminal is 
a shifty fellow and he has all sorts of 
tricks to hoodwink you, the 
unsuspecting consumb... cucumber... 
consumer, into parting with your hard-
earned lolly. But if you stay sharp you 
can spot these three tell-tale signs 
that mark out a real constable from a 
ropey old bit of tat. 

 
1. Always check the truncheon 
is intact. European laws 
prohibit the sale of policemen 
without a functioning 
truncheon. No truncheon, no 
sale. 
 
2. Examine the helmet for 
cracks. Most policemen's 
helmets will have scratches or 
scuffs - this is normal wear and 
tear. However, cracks, splits or 
significant deformations could 
indicate that the officer has 
been in a serious accident and 
could be a write off. 
 
3. Ask him the time. Everyone 
knows that if you want to know 
the time you should ask a 
policeman, as they are all 
calibrated to Greenwich Mean 
Time. Failing this simple test 
could indicate that the officer is 
a fake, or his battery is flat. 

 
Finally, if you have recently bought a 
second-hand policeman and you think 
there may be something amiss, you 
can take it along to your local nick 
where the desk sergeant will look in 
its special secret place for its 
registration number. 
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This recently discovered document, dating from the mid-seventeenth century*, shows some of 
the once common punctuation marks that have since d isappeared from our language.  Little is 
known about precisely how they may have been used. 
 

*You can tell it's old because it's brown.   
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The new Flexi Mortem account from Scumm Financial 
gives you complete control over your money whenever and 
wherever you need it, in this world or the next. That's 
because we are the only bank that can guarantee access to 

��your funds in the afterlife.
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The Flexi Mortem account is the ideal package for anyone 
who's planning on dying at some point 
in the future.  It's flexible, it's  
convenient and if you apply today  
we'll send you a free shroud. 
 
 
 
 

We won't let death get in the way of making a few quid 
 

Offer subject to the survival of individual consciousness after death. Local exchange rates apply. In the event 
of reincarnation, customers are required to notify us in writing 14 days in advance of a change of identity. In 
the unlikely circumstances that the customer is unhappy with the product or with any aspect of our service, 
they should in the first instance pray to our complaints department, who will send a sign within 30 days and 
30 nights. Should the customer still be unsatisfied they may escalate the dispute to the Financial 
Ombudsman or a religious adviser of their own choosing. Scumm Financial is a trading style of Beelzebub 
Holdings and is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority, the Port Authority of New South 
Wales, NASA and Mrs Edna Womble of 42 The Mews, Hartlepool. Interested in selling your soul? Call in to 
your local branch and ask about our great trade-in deals. 

There's no fuss, no hidden fees. You can  
withdraw your money from any one of our seven hundred dedicated 
ATMs throughout heaven, purgatory and parts of limbo. 
 
And if you can't get to our main branch - conveniently situated in the 
Seventh Circle of Hell, just next to Nando's - you can call our team 
of award-winning customer service mediums. They will be happy to 
respond to your query in a suitably vague and unconvincing manner. 
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Mervyn Carter  
Personal Initiator 
 
Mervyn Carter was working in the financial sector 
when he saw that there was a need for a modern, 
integrated approach to devolved support strategies 
that avoided the classic mistake of becoming over-
reliant on an overly reflexive isomorphic feedback 
model. Funded by a dubious insurance claim, his 
Aunt Mildred and a fortuitous flutter on 'Lucky Boy' 
running at the 3.15 at Newmarket, Carter set up 
Carter-Pierrepoint with his friend and bookie, Henry 
Pierrepoint, and has watched the company go from 
strength to strength.�

Henry Pierrepoint  
Intermediate Strategist 
 
Henry Pierrepoint first recognised the value of 
segregated voluntary planning during his time running 
a local charity, where they fall for this sort of thing 
quite a lot. After personally liberating a quarter of a 
million pounds from the outmoded and restrictive 
regime imposed by both the charity's funders and the 
overformal conventions of traditional accounting, 
Pierrepoint retired from the scene for a maximum of 
eight years. Released in five due to good behaviour, 
he helped launch Carter-Pierrepoint and became a 
key player in initiating the core strategies that have 
enabled the company to become the industry leader 
in acquiring the unrestricted reserves of some of the 
world's biggest businesses.�
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Categories  
 
Noises 

Long noises 
Short noises 

 
--------------------- 
Genre 
 
•  Twangs 
•  Pops 
•  Wibbles 
•  Wobbles 
•  Bangs 
•  Crashes 
•  Whooshes 
•  Unspecified 

 
--------------------- 

 

Two Bongs from a Gong 
 
Two moderately loud bongs from a dinner gong, circa 1926, thought to be part of a 
collection obtained from Longleat in the early eighties. 
 

£80 for the pair, but will consider splitting  
 

Echo of a distant volley, American Civil War 
   
Although not the original sound, this excellent replica is a must for collectors of 
military memorabilia.  Still in its original box. 
 

£40 ono  
 

Platform announcement, Glasgow Central, Late fifties 
 
Some damage to the final sentence and slurring of some sibilants but otherwise in 
excellent condition.  The section mentioning the buffet car is particularly interesting.  
 

Offers  
 

Collection of various whoops, bangs and crashes 
 
Owner leaving the country.   
 

Special price for a quick sale  
 

A long, slow, resonating twang 
 
Believed to be one of its kind.  Previously valued at over £2000, this fascinating and 
unique noise is of considerable scientific interest and has been the subject of much 
speculation.  
 

Genuine bids only  
 

Three quick ding-dongs in the night 
 
Will deliver to anywhere in the UK.  Also, ask about our limited edition festive ting-a-
lings.  
 

£5 
 

The word 'tangerine' spoken slowly in a North Country accent 
 
Thought to have once belonged to George Bernard Shaw and subsequently gifted to 
the people of Barcelona in grateful thanks for the donkey.   
 

£400 
 

Planning permission for an oddly satisfying rumble in Harrogate 
 
Comes with the option to add an ancillary boing and a series of unobtrusive clicks.   
 

£649.99  



 

�����������������

That was the tag line of one of the most 
infamous films to come out of Hammer 
studios.  Infamous not for its content 
but for the chaotic circumstances of its 
production. 

In 1972, at a time when the glory days 
of Hammer were long behind it, the 
studio found that it had a surprise hit on 
its hands in the shape of low-budget 
gothic horror thriller The Dribbling.  
Keen to cash in, Hammer quickly 
began production on The Drivelling, an 
all-star sequel, but it could not have 
foreseen the problems that would 
ensue. 

The film managed to chew up and spit 
out five different directors before 
principal photography had even begun.  
Graeme Carter had been hit by a falling 
piano just a week after he was hired, 
and although he survived the incident it 

was subsequently felt that the accident 
had left him too short to properly 
command the respect of the crew.   

Second choice, Albert Parks, father of 
acclaimed independent director 
Quentin Parks, left the project to direct 
an award-winning series of frozen pea 
commercials.  The studio then turned to 
Colin Smith, a director of international 
repute who had been mentored by 
Federico Fellini.  Sadly they got the 
wrong Colin Smith and had to let him 
go when they found out that he was a 
delivery driver for a bakery in 
Chelmsford.   

Happily, they finally managed to get 
hold of the right Colin Smith, but 
tensions quickly arose and the 
temperamental director ultimately 
stormed off the production claiming 



that he could no longer work with his 
own shadow.   

The movie's fifth director, Geoff 
Geoffreys, lasted an impressive three 
days before he was struck by the same 
piano that had taken out Graeme 
Carter.  When the studio finally chose 
Max Tranter to see the project through, 
they issued him with a crash helmet - a 
decision which was both tax-deductible 
and instrumental in ensuring his 
continued involvement. 

The plot of the film is fundamentally a 
rerun of the first.  Lonely traveller 
Ralph Bates chances upon an isolated 
manor house and inadvertently 
stumbles upon the machinations of the 
evil Dr Congo Barsham, played by 
Peter Cushing.  All pretty standard 
stuff, although the movie is notable for 
including a lengthy shopping trip, a 
visit to a launderette and an extensive 
scene in which our hero calls upon his 
sister who talks at some length about 
her varicose veins.  

For many years it was thought that this 
was a brave attempt to ground the film 
with commonplace scenes of everyday 
life, although an alternative explanation 
has recently come to light.  It seems 
that screenwriter Marvyn P Murcheson 
had inadvertently submitted the wrong 
typescript, sending in a 'to do' list 
instead of the finished draft.  Director 
Tranter had already been shooting for a 
week before this was discovered and 
decided that it would be expedient to 

include these scenes in the final movie 
rather than starting over from scratch. 

As if script difficulties and falling 
pianos were not enough of a headache, 
Tranter also had problems with his cast.  
Peter Cushing spends most of his time 
on screen with his back to the camera.  
Being such a likeable and amiable 
person, nobody had the heart to tell him 
that he was facing the wrong way. 

Oliver Reed was less problematic, but 
only because he wasn't there. Although 
he appears on the bill, Reed does not 
actually appear in the film as he was 
stuck in traffic for the entirety of the 
shoot.  Even so, this did not prevent 
him from being nominated for a 
BAFTA. 

And famously, Harry H Corbett had a 
very public falling out with Vincent 
Dimucci over a parking space, 
thereafter refusing to shoot any scenes 
with him.  This was particularly 
difficult since Vincent Dimucci was a 
large purple hippopotamus which 
existed purely in Corbett's imagination 
and Corbett was forever calling a halt 
to filming claiming that the 
objectionable animal was in shot. 

The film was roundly panned on its 
release but, as is the fate of most 
tawdry, pedestrian and unimaginative 
dross, it has since gained the status of 
cult classic.  Next month sees its first 
release on DVD and Blu-ray, so expect 
to see it in supermarket bargain bins 
very soon. 
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Did you know that soon the very chair you’re sittin g on could be illegal?  From next year the 
government says that all wheeled furniture will hav e to be road legal.  That means that any 
chairs, trolleys and equipment stands that have cas ters will need to pass a rigorous safety and 
compliance test, even if they are not being used on  a public highway. 
 

$�����������������������������
 
Well, you could avoid the problem by taking the whe els off your chair but if this doesn’t appeal 
then you’re looking at an extensive series of modif ications.  And that could be expensive if 
you don’t have the skills to do it yourself.  To he lp you decide whether it will be worth the cost, 
we’ve prepared this brief guide. 
 
 

%�����
 
Very few office chairs currently come with all-weather pneumatic tyres, but this will 
become necessary once the new regulations are in force.   They will need to have 
a minimum tread depth of 1.6 millimetres and you will also be required to carry a 
spare.  
 
8�	����
 
Standard front and rear lights will need to be installed.  Initially it was thought that 
your chair would also need indicators, but recent advice has confirmed that hand 
signals will be sufficient. 
 
3����.�����
 
Surprisingly, as things currently stand there is only a requirement for seat belts on 
reclining models, but this is under review and may change before the new rules 
come in. 
 
"�����	����
 
The maximum number of passengers will be limited to three.  This stipulation is 
obviously aimed primarily at sofas.  Models designed to seat more than four will be 
reclassified as minibuses. 
 
.������
 
For a while now, some retailers have been offering models fitted with a rudimentary 
parachute in anticipation of the new rules having a requirement for a system to 
bring the chair to a rapid halt.  In tests these devices have delivered variable 
results, but remain popular because of their relative cheapness when compared to 
disc brakes.  Ironically, despite this being one area in which manufacturers appear 
to be ahead of the game, there is no requirement for braking systems in the new 
regulations.  
 
!�� ������
 
Each chair must be fitted with at least one medium sized cup holder.  The inability 
to meet this requirement will be deemed an instant failure. 



 
Defending what many people say are draconian 
and unnecessary measures, a spokesperson has 
pointed out the numerous office accidents that 
were reported last year, from coffee spillages and 
paper cuts, to stubbed toes and even, in one case, 
a near-fatal paper cut.   
 
The new measures are designed to make the 
workplace a safer environment, the spokesperson 
claimed.  She went on to remind us that the 
regulations are actually quite liberal as it’s stil l 
possible for most people to use an office chair 
without taking a test - although she did admit that  
it may soon be necessary to have a licence before 
you can drive a photocopier. �
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Hello,  you're though to the environmental 
health department.  Yes, yes, that's right - we're 
the people you need to call if you have a pest 
control issue.  Oh, it's you Mrs Whitney.  No... 
no, Mrs Whitney.  No, I didn't mean anything by 
that.  Well I'm sorry if you thought there was 
something in the tone of my voice, I really... No, 
no - believe me, it's really great to hear from 
you again.  Really great.  How can we help you 
this time, Mrs Whitney? 

OK, well...  well let me see what we've got here.  Yes, yes, I've got your 
records in front of me.  You've, err, you've kept us quite busy, haven't you Mrs 
Whitney?  Well no, actually you've called us eighteen times.  Yes, it is, isn't it?  No, 
no - not at all.  We're always happy to hear from you.  It's a topic of great interest 
here, Mrs Whitney.  Every morning we come in and we say to each other 'Oh I 
wonder if Mrs Whitney is going to call again today.'  No, Mrs Whitney, I wasn't being 
sarcastic.  Well, I'm sorry if it came across that way.  I really didn't mean it to.  So... 
so, anyway, why don't you tell me how I can help you today? 

Uh huh...  yes... go on... OK, well... yes, yes.  Behind your shed, you say?  
Sort of a scurrying noise?  Well, OK - the thing is Mrs Whitney, tigers aren't really 
that common around here.  Not at this time of year.   And they don't really make a 
'scurrying noise'.  That sounds like it's more likely to be a mouse, or something. 

No, of course,  Mrs Whitney.  I'm not suggesting anything, really I'm not.  
I'm sure you're perfectly able to tell the difference between a mouse and a... and a... 
Yes, the stripes are a bit of a giveaway.  Mrs Whitney, I'm not casting aspersions 
here but you don't think that maybe, just maybe you might be letting your imagination 
run away with you? 

OK, OK...  please calm down Mrs Whitney.  There's no need for that 
language, Mrs Whitney.  No, I've never done that, Mrs Whitney.  And I don't think 
anyone has ever done that, Mrs Whitney.  I'm not sure where you've picked up these 
expressions, Mrs Whitney, but I don't think they're appropriate.  I'm going to have to 
end this call if you don't calm down Mrs Whitney.  That's OK.  No really, it's all right.  
You're not the first person to call me that and I dare say you, err, you won't be the 
last. 

Perhaps  if you could just see the situation from our point of view?  See, this 
isn't the first time you've called us with these kinds of tales, Mrs Whitney.  Let's see 
now.  First time you said you were being harassed by...   No, no, that's fine.  Our 
guys deal with birds all the time.  Usually it's pigeons.  An ostrich was a first, yes.  
Well, I don't know - I guess they'd just creep up on it and put a bag over its head.  I'm 



not the expert, Mrs Whitney, although it's kind of academic, isn't it?  See, when our 
guys turned up they found no sign of it.  No I don't think it could have flown away, 
Mrs Whitney.  Like I say, I'm no expert, but I seem to remember that the ostrich is a 
flightless bird.   

Well now  you're just being silly, Mrs Whitney.  I don't know where an ostrich 
would get a jetpack from.  Well, you say that, but I've never heard of any kind of bird, 
flightless or otherwise, that has an Amazon account.  No, I'm not saying that it's 
impossible.  No, I'm not saying that.  No, I'm... look, Mrs Whitney, do you think we 
could get back to your current problem.  It's kinda been a long day.  Is that all right? 

OK then,  this 'tiger'...  Sorry, can you repeat that?  'if it's not a tiger, where 
did the milk go?'  Is that what you said?  What milk is this, Mrs Whitney?  Has this 
tiger been in your refrigerator?  Well, I don't know, maybe it could sneak in when 
nobody was looking.  Well, I appreciate that Mrs Whitney, but you can't be on guard 
all the time, can you?  Maybe it had a giraffe friend keeping lookout for it? 

No, no, no,  Mrs Whitney, I didn't mean to be facetious.  I'm sorry if it came 
out that way.  It's like I said, it's been a long day and this is turning out to be a... well, 
this is turning out to be a long call.  Look, tell me about the milk, Mrs Whitney.  What 
did you mean when you said it had stolen the milk? 

Oh, I see,  not 'stolen'.  You left the milk out for it deliberately?  In a saucer?  
Why, err, why did you do that, Mrs Whitney?  Well, no, since you put it like that, I 
suppose not.  Well, we do that at home too - some seed and maybe a bit of bacon 
rind for the birds.  But I've never heard of anyone putting out a saucer of milk for a 
tiger.  See, that's kind of encouraging them, isn't it?  You start with a saucer of milk 
for the tigers, then potato peelings for the rhinos, a few broken cookies for the 
crocodiles and before you know it your back garden is like a safari park.  You're 
bringing it on yourself, really. 

Oh Mrs Whitney,  really, I'm not trying to tell you... of course, you have 
every right... no, it's not my place to... I just mean to say that... OK, yes.  You know 
what, you're right.  Mrs Whitney, I can tell you're very upset and my shift should have 
ended ten minutes ago, so here's what I'm going to do:  I'm going to send the guys 
round right now.  We'll make your tiger a priority.  They'll have him out of there in no 
time.  How's that sound?  Yep, I'm sure it'll be fine.  Nope, they're not gonna hurt him 
one bit - just coax him out with a bun then turn him loose in the country, I expect.  
That OK? 

It's my pleasure,  Mrs Whitney.  No problem at all.  Bye bye, then.  Oh, 
and Mrs Whitney - do you think you could do me a favour.  Next time you call, could 
you ask for Linda?  Yeah, Linda - she specialises in this kind of thing, see.  Either 
Linda, or Gary, or Andrew or Grahame.  My name?  Oh it's, err, I've forgotten.  But 
you don't need to worry about that - just remember Linda, or Gary, or Andrew or 
Grahame and you'll be fine.  OK then, bye bye Mrs Whitney.  You take care now.  
Bye bye. 
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Online... 
 

www.bleeding-obvious.co.uk 

 

On sale... 

Dowload for 
FREE... 

www.bleeding-obvious.co.uk/downloads/index.php 

 

UK shop: 
www.amazon.co.uk/Paul-Farnsworth/e/B00EYM44WK/  

US shop: 
www.amazon.com/Paul-Farnsworth/e/B00EYM44WK/   
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